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The leader of the U.S. trained and equipped National Guard Anastasio Somoza Garcia seized

power in Nicaragua in 1936. He was an S.O.B., but he was our S.O.B. as Franklin Roosevelt

immortally said privately in 1939 when Somoza visited him in Washington D.C. Somoza wanted the

National Guard officers and enlisted men to enrich themselves in mafia-style rackets such as

prostitution, according to Walker, so they would be dependent on him for their self-enrichment and

would thus constitute a force immune from popular discontent. Somoza Garcia's son Luis

succeeded him after his assassination in 1956. Luis set up a lot of bureaucracies supposedly

devoted to social services and economic planning, but these were in reality mainly used as a

vehicle to funnel U.S. aid money to the Somoza family and its cronies. Walker cites the particularly

blatant case of how the government used U.S. aid money after an earthquake in December 1972

completely destroyed Managua.Anastasio Somoza Debayle Jr. took over as president from his

brother in 1967. Anastasio Jr. reinstated a "state of siege" and sent the National Guard into the

Countryside, where the (FSLN) Sandinistas were involved in stimulating peasant activism, after a

December 1974 successful hostage taking operation by the Sandinistas. The Guard proceeded to



rape and kill and pillage thousands. Many American Catholic clerical and lay workers witnessed

these actions and the U.S. congress was moved to hold hearings. In 1977, President Carter

suspended military aid to Somoza in order to force him to relax somewhat his censorship of the

press, thinking that the U.S. could afford for Somoza to do so without the status quo in Nicaragua

being disrupted.
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